
 

ST. MARY OF THE HILLS 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 

BLOWING ROCK, NORTH CAROLINA 
 

 

 
 

 
EASTER DAY 

 
APRIL 20, 2025 

8:00AM 
 

 



THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
8:00 AM 

 
 

A prayerful silence precedes the service.   
 

 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 

 
 
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY          BCP 355 
 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 
The Celebrant prays 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                                       BCP 356 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

 



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the 
promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the 
Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
  
 

 

 

THE FIRST LESSON               Acts 10:34-43
 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. 
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses 
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 
but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge 
of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 

THE PSALM            Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24 
            Confetimini Domini 
 

 

1   Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
his mercy endures for ever. 

2   Let Israel now proclaim, * 
"His mercy endures for ever." 

14 The Lord is my strength and my song, * 
and he has become my salvation. 

 

 

 



15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
in the tents of the righteous: 

16 "The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * 
the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!" 

17 I shall not die, but live, * 
and declare the works of the Lord. 

18 The Lord has punished me sorely, * 
but he did not hand me over to death. 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

20 "This is the gate of the Lord; * 
he who is righteous may enter." 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation. 

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the Lord's doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 On this day the Lord has acted; * 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
 

THE SECOND LESSON               First Corinthians 15:19-26 

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since 
death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human 
being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the 
first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over 
the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death. 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                       John 20:1-18                             
 

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People           Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached 
the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in 
a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. 
 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and 
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she 
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and 
she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 
People           Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
THE HOMILY        The Reverend Andrew J. Hege 
        

A few moments of silence for reflection follow the homily. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE NICENE CREED                                                                                                                     
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, FORM III                                                                                   BCP 387 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect and the People respond, Amen. 

 
 
THE PEACE 
 

Celebrant     The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People         And also with you. 
 

    The Ministers and People exchange a sign of peace.   

 
 
 
WELCOME AND PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 
THE OFFERTORY 

 
 The bread and wine are brought forward and the people’s offerings received.  The people stand as the 
 offerings are presented and placed on the altar. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A                 BCP 361                                        

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the 
world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting 
life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 
 



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 
The Celebrant continues 

 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Contemporary) 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of trial,  

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.  A period of silnce follows. 
 

After breaking the consecrated bread, the Celebrant says,  
 

Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.   
 

 
MINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

To receive the sacrament, extend your hands so that the priest may place the bread in the palm of your 
outstretched hands.  Gluten free wafers are available.  For those who desire to receive the wine that follows, 
guide the chalice toward your lips to drink from the cup.  If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms over 
your chest as a sign to the priest.   

 
  

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                      
 

The Celebrant and people say together, 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

 

The Celebrant offers a blessing over the assembly, and the people respond, Amen.  
 

 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
 

    

 
 
 



 
-In honor of our children Booker, Rebecca, and Elizabeth 
as well as our grandson Hudson  

– Peter & Valerie Purcell 

 

-In memory of Clementi & Randolph Holder and Eric & 

Walter Turnbow – Marjory Holder 

 

-In memory of Nancy Hutcheson 

 – Sterling Hutcheson 

 

-In memory of Grayson Harris Rehm 

– Pete & Sally Page 

 

-In honor of our Acolytes, Eucharistic Ministers, and 

Lectors – Mark & Michelle Curry 

 

-In honor of Lewis & Kathleen Thompson  

– Katy Thompson 

 

-In honor of Katy Thompson – John Carlson 

 

-In memory of Ed, Dorothy, Peggy and Sally Carlson 

– John Carlson 

 

-In memory of Joe Doswell  

– Katy Thompson & John Carlson 

 

-In honor of Blair, Oliver, and William Sudderth 

– Elizabeth Sudderth 

 

-In memory of Marion and Horst Galke, and Viginia and 

Bob Fogelsonger – Doug & Mary Galke 

 

-In honor of our loved ones – Rick & Beth Lawler 

 

-In honor of Margaret and John Merrill – Will Merrill 

 

-In memory of Catherine Fleet – Jim Brooks 

 

-In honor of the St. Mary of the Hills Community  

– Paul & Karen Smiley 

 

 

-In memory of Ted Bell – Lynne Bell 

 

-In memory of Mary and Vince; in honor of  

Griffin & Kaylee – Leslie Billingsley 

 

-In memory of James Edward Gibson, Kathryn Setzer 

Gibson, Robert Bruce Gibson, Peggy Wingate Gibson, 

John Baptist Talton, Jessie Smith Talton, Frances 

Lorraine Talton, John William Sanders III, Barbar 

Weedon Page  

– James E Gibson Jr & Joyce Talton Gibson 

 

-In memory of our loss – Cary James & Dayton Pruett 

 

-In memory of our mothers Clyde & Carrie  

– Bob & Anne Jones 

 

-In memory of Henry William Rogers Sr., Martha 

Wilkinson Rogers, James Frankin Bullard Louse Mizelle 

Bullard  

– Bill & Jorgann Rogers 

 

-In honor of Jamie, Molly, and Andy MacMartin; David 

and Mary Miles Brice; Sue Sweeting; Jane Meyers 

– Bill & Jorgann Rogers 

 

-In memory of Olga Miller and Phylis Spink 

– Daryl Mathias 

 

-In memory of Bill and Erma Smallwood, and Dale and 

Gladys Schilson – Terry & Susan Schilson 

 

-In memory of Maria and Mijail Skibo – Luba Skibo 

 

-In memory of Randy Hege, Bobby Schroeder, Susan 

Schroeder, Chuck & Nancy Veneman  

– Amanda, Andrew, Eleanor and David Hege 

 

-In memory of Mr. & Mrs. John R. Dunn and John R. 

Dunn Jr.; Maureen Jackson; and The Rev. Robyn Arnold  

– Lindsey Herring & Dallas Swoveland 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

+++ 
St. Mary of the Hills Episcopal Church 

P. O. Box 14   -   140 Chestnut Drive 
Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605-0014 

www.stmaryofthehills.org 
828.295.7323 

 

GIFTS TO THE MUSIC PROGRAM: 
 

-In memory of Nancy Hutcheson – Sterling Hutcheson 
 

-In honor of the St. Mary of the Hills Community – Paul & Karen Smiley 
 

-In honor of the St. Mary of the Hills Choir – Marshall & Kaye Culp 

 

THE EASTER FLOWERS ARE GIVEN: 
 

http://www.stmaryofthehills.org/

