ST. MARY OF THE HILLS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
BLOWING ROCK, NORTH CAROLINA

THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

AUGUST 31, 2025
HOLY EUCHARIST
10:10AM
A prayerful silence precedes the service.
ORGAN VOLUNTARY
WELCOME AND PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE WORD OF GOD
HYMN 427
When morning gilds the skies Laudes Domini
OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY
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COLLECT OF THE DAY
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The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name;
increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
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The people are seated for the reading of the lessons from sacred scripture.

THE FIRST LESSON Sirach 10:12-18

The beginning of human pride is to forsake the Lord;
the heart has withdrawn from its Maker.

For the beginning of pride is sin,
and the one who clings to it pours out abominations.

Therefore the Lord brings upon them unheard-of calamities,
and destroys them completely.



The Lord overthrows the thrones of rulers,
and enthrones the lowly in their place.

The Lord plucks up the roots of the nations,
and plants the humble in their place.
The Lord lays waste the lands of the nations,
and destroys them to the foundations of the earth.

He removes some of them and destroys them,
and erases the memory of them from the earth.

Pride was not created for human beings,
or violent anger for those born of women.

The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

THE PSALTER
Tone IV.4 The Psalm is sung by the chotr.

1 Hallelujah!
Happy are they who fear the Lord *
and have great delight in his commandments!

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; *
the generation of the upright will be blessed.

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, *
and their righteousness will last for ever.

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; *
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.

51t is good for them to be generous in lending *
and to manage their affairs with justice.

6 For they will never be shaken; *
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.

7' They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; *
their heart is right;
they put their trust in the Lord.

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, *
until they see their desire upon their enemies.

9 They have given freely to the poor, *
and their righteousness stands fast for ever;
they will hold up their head with honor.

10 The wicked will see it and be angry;
they will gnash their teeth and pine away; *
the desires of the wicked will perish.

Psalm 112

Beatus vir



THE SECOND LESSON Hebrews 13: 1-8, 15-16

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have
entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with
them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in
honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep
your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, "I will never leave
you or forsake you." So we can say with confidence,

"The Lotd is my helper;
I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?"

Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life,
and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his
name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

The Word of the Lord.
Pesple Thanks be to God.

HYMN 686
Come, thou fount of every blessing Nettleton
THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 9:51-62

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath,
they were watching him closely.

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honort, he told them a parable. "When you ate invited by
someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished
than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, "Give
this person your place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited,
go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, "Friend, move up highet';
then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will
be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted."

He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends
or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be
repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be
blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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THE HOMILY The Rev’d Andrew J. Hege

A few moments of silence for reflection follow the homily. All then stand for the Creed.

THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son
he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE trom Common Worship

The Leader and People pray responsively,
Let us pray for the Church and the wotld, responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.”

For the unity of the Church in witness and proclamation of the Gospel...
Silence
Let us pray to the Lord:
Lord hear our prayer.
For the peace and unity of all peoples and for the leaders of the nations...
Silence

Let us pray to the Lord:
Lord hear our prayer.



For our places of work, education and leisure...
Silence
Let us pray to the Lord:
Lord hear our prayer.
For a blessing on our homes; for our families and friends and all whom we love...
Silence
Let us pray to the Lord:
Lord hear our prayer.
For the sick and suffering and all who minister to their needs ...
Silence
Let us pray to the Lord:
Lord hear our prayer.
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed...
Silence

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord hear our prayer.

Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, to the mercy and protection of God.
Silence
The Celebrant adds a concluding collect and the People respond, Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION BCP 360

The Celebrant bids the Confession. Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant pronounces the absolution and the people respond, Amen.

THE PEACE

Celebrant  'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Ministers and People exchange a sign of peace.
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THE HoLY COMMUNION

ANTIPHON Tone I1

I will magnify thee, O Lotd, for thou hast set me up:
And not made my foes to triumph over me.

O Lotd, my God, I cried unto thee:

And thou hast healed me.

OFFERTORY HYMN 761

All who hunger gather gladly Holy Manna
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1.All who hunger, gather gladly; 2. All who hunger, never strangers;
holy manna is our bread. secker, be a welcome guest.
Come from wilderness and wandering. Come from restlessness and roaming.
Here, in truth, we will be fed. Here, in joy, we keep the feast.
You that yearn for days of fullness, We that once were lost and scattered
all around us is our food. in communion’s love have stood.
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see the grace eternal.
Taste and see that God is good. Taste and see that God is good.

3. All who hunger, sing together;
Jesus Christ is living bread.

Come from loneliness and longing.
Here, in peace, we have been led.
Blest are those who from this table
live their lives in gratitude.

Taste and see the grace eternal.
Taste and see that God is good.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B
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The Lord be with you. And  al-so with you.
Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The Celebrant continues the prayer, recalling God’s activity in our salvation history, the institution of the Lord’s Supper, and
inviting the people to join in saying,
Therefore, according to his command, O Father:

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues, invoking the Spirit’s present work, concluding the prayer, and inviting the people to join in the
doxology of the prayer, saying,
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. =

A-men.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

FRACTION ANTHEM

After breaking the consecrated bread, the Celebrant sings,
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MINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Al baptized Christians, regardless of denomination, are welcome to receive Commmunion in the Episcopal Church. If you have
not been baptized, we would love to talk to you about baptism. To receive the sacrament, extend your hands so that the priest
may place the bread in the palm of your outstretched hands. Gluten free wafers are available. For those who desire to receive the
wine that follows, guide the chalice toward your lips to drink from the cup. We kindly ask that you no intinct (dip) the bead
into the chalice. If for any reason, you don't want to receive Communion, you are still invited to come forward, kneel, and cross
your arms over your chest to signify this to the priest who will offer a blessing.

Music AT THE COMMUNION

ANTIPHON Tone I

Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the first-fruits of all thine increase:
So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

AGNUS DEI
High Voices
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HYMN 331
Now, my tongue, the mystery telling Grafton
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THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER

The Celebrant and people say together,

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

The Celebrant offers a blessing over the assembly, and the people respond, Amen.

HYMN 665
All my hope on God is founded Michael

THE DISMISSAL
The Celebrant says the dismissal, and the people respond, Thanks be to God.

The setting of the Ordinary of the Mass (Gloria, Sanctus, Agnus Dei)
is from Mass in E by Jeffrey Smith (b. 1960).
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ST. MARY OF THE HILLS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist (w/choir)

Morning Prayer
Holy Eucharist

The Reverend Andrew J. Hege

The Reverend Samuel V. Tallman
The Right Reverend J. Gary Gloster
Dr. James Bumgardner

Michael Marshall

Bill Devereux

Mike Austell, St. Warden
Michelle Curry

Burt Mulford

Sue Sweeting

Sunday Worship Schedule

8:00AM
10:10AM
Worship during the Week
Monday-Friday 8:30AM
Wednesday 12:00PM
Holy Days, as announced
Parish Staff
Rector

Priest Associate
Assisting Clergy
Organist/Choirmaster
Director of Administration & Finance
Director of Facilities & Hospitality

Parish Vestry
Lynn Searfoss Bob Amos
Jim Snow Mike Matthews, Jr. Warden
Jill Storelli Bob Rhoads

T.uba Skibo

Amanda White, Treasurer

St. Mary of the Hills Episcopal Church

P. O.Box 14 - 140 Chestnut Drive

Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605-0014

www.stmaryofthehills.org
828.295.7323
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