
           ST. MARY OF THE HILLS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
BLOWING ROCK, NORTH CAROLINA 

 

THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
OCTOBER 5, 2025 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST & HOLY BAPTISM 
10:10AM 

 
 

A prayerful silence precedes the service, beginning at 10:00AM with the ringing of the bells. 
 

The parish nursery is available for children up to age five and is in the hallway beyond the Parish Hall.  Elementary school age children are 
invited to join in the procession to ‘Children in Worship’ during the Gloria in excelsis and return at the Peace.   

 
 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 
WELCOME AND PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
HYMN 1 
Father, we praise thee, now the night is over       Christe sanctorum 
 
 

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION AND COLLECT FOR PURITY                  BCP 299 

 

 
 



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 

 

 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

 

 
 

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to good 
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. 
 

 

 
 



THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                          Second Kings 5:1-3, 7-15 
Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with his master, 
because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. 
Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served 
Naaman's wife. She said to her mistress, "If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would 
cure him of his leprosy." 

When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, "Am I God, to give death or life, that this 
man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with 
me." 

But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a message to the 
king, "Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel." 
So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha's house. Elisha sent a 
messenger to him, saying, "Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you shall 
be clean." But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, "I thought that for me he would surely come out, 
and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the 
leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not 
wash in them, and be clean?" He turned and went away in a rage. But his servants approached and said to him, 
"Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? How much 
more, when all he said to you was, `Wash, and be clean'?" So he went down and immersed himself seven times 
in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, 
and he was clean. 

Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and stood before him and said, "Now 
I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel." 
 

     The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
THE PSALTER                         Psalm 111 
Tone III.4 The Psalm is sung by the choir.                                             Confitebor tibi 
 

 

1 Hallelujah! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, * 
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

2 Great are the deeds of the LORD! * 
they are studied by all who delight in them. 

3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, * 
and his righteousness endures for ever. 

4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; * 
the LORD is gracious and full of compassion. 

5 He gives food to those who fear him; * 
he is ever mindful of his covenant. 

6 He has shown his people the power of his works * 
in giving them the lands of the nations. 

7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; * 
all his commandments are sure. 

8 They stand fast for ever and ever, * 
because they are done in truth and equity. 



9 He sent redemption to his people; 
he commanded his covenant for ever; * 
holy and awesome is his Name. 

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; * 
those who act accordingly have a good understanding; 
his praise endures for ever. 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON                                                                                                         Second Timothy 2:8-15 
 

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David-- that is my gospel, for which I suffer 
hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. Therefore I 
endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, 
with eternal glory. The saying is sure: 
 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 
if we endure, we will also reign with him; 
if we deny him, he will also deny us; 
if we are faithless, he remains faithful-- 
for he cannot deny himself. 
 

Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to avoid wrangling over words, which does no 
good but only ruins those who are listening. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, 
a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
HYMN 566 
From thee all skill and science flow                             The Church’s Desolation 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                        Luke 17:11-19 

 

Gospeler     The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a 
village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on us!" When he saw them, he said to them, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they 
were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 
voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, "Were 
not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to 
God except this foreigner?" Then he said to him, "Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well." 

 

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
THE HOMILY                                                                                                                     The Rev’d Andrew J. Hege 

 

A few moments of silence for reflection follow the homily.  
 
 



HOLY BAPTISM 
 

THE PRESENTATION 
 

Holy Baptism is full initiation by water and the Holy Spirit into Christ's Body the Church. The bond which God 
establishes in Baptism is indissoluble.  The candidate for Holy Baptism is presented by their parents and sponsors, 
after which they make promises in their own names, and also take vows on behalf of their candidates.   
 
Finally, the congregation is asked to vow their support to the candidate, on behalf of the whole Church, the Celebrant 
asking, 
 
   Will all of you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these  

persons in their lives in Christ? 
People   We will. 

 
 
 
THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People   I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People       I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
                     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
                     and born of the Virgin Mary. 
                     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
                     was crucified, died, and was buried. 
                     He descended to the dead. 
                     On the third day he rose again. 
                     He ascended into heaven, 
                     and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
                     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
                   the holy catholic Church, 
                          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
                          the resurrection of the body, 
                         and the life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread 
and in the prayers? 

People         I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return  
  to the Lord? 
People        I will, with God's help. 
 



Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People         I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People         I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of  
every human being? 

People         I will, with God's help. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATE 
 
 A Person appointed leads the petitions, the people responding to each by saying, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 
THE THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

 

 
The Celebrant continues the prayer over the water, recalling God’s movement in salvation history from creation to incarnation, 
invoking the Spirit’s present work, and concludes the prayer by inviting the people to join in the doxology of the prayer, saying, 
 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

THE BAPTISM AND CHRISMATION 
 
The Celebrant baptizes the candidate in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, then anoints the candidate with the 
Oil of Chrism, and offers a prayer of thanksgiving.   
 

The People respond to each, Amen. 
 
The Celebrant then invites the congregation to join in welcoming the newly baptized, saying 

 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim 
his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 
 

 

THE PEACE 
 

Celebrant      The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People         And also with you. 
 

    The Ministers and People exchange a sign of peace.  
 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 
ANTIPHON                      Tone II 
 

I, Daniel, prayed unto the Lord my God, and said: 
Hear, O our God, the prayer of thy servant.  
Cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary: 
And behold, O God, this thy people, who are called by thy Name.  

 
 

 
 
ANTHEM–-The Call (from Five Mystical Songs)                                  Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 

 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 
Such a Way, as gives us breath: 
Such a Truth, as ends all strife: 
Such a Life, as killeth death. 

Come, My Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
Such a Light, as shows a feast: 
Such a Feast, as mends in length: 
Such a Strength, as makes his guest. 

 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 
Such a Joy, as none can move: 
Such a Love, as none can part: 
Such a Heart, as joys in love.             

Text: George Herbert (1593-1633)
     
           

 
The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar. 
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B                   BCP 367                                     

 

 
 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 
 



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 
 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

 

The Celebrant continues the prayer, recalling God’s activity in our salvation history, the institution of the Lord’s Supper, and 
inviting the people to join in saying, 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father: 

Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 

The Celebrant continues, invoking the Spirit’s present work, concluding the prayer, and inviting the people to join in the 
doxology of the prayer, saying,  
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER                   BCP 364 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of trial,  

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM                         S-152 
 

After breaking the consecrated bread, the Celebrant sings and the People respond,  
 
 

 
 
 
 
MINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

All baptized Christians, regardless of denomination, are welcome to receive Communion in the Episcopal Church. If you have 
not been baptized, we would love to talk to you about baptism.  To receive the sacrament, extend your hands so that the priest 
may place the bread in the palm of your outstretched hands. Gluten free wafers are available. For those who desire to receive the 
wine that follows, guide the chalice toward your lips to drink from the cup.  We kindly ask that you not intinct (dip) the bead 
into the chalice. If for any reason, you don't want to receive Communion, you are still invited to come forward, kneel, and cross 
your arms over your chest to signify this to the priest who will offer a blessing.	
 

 
ANTIPHON                               Tone I 
 

Promise unto the Lord your God, and keep it: 
All ye that are round about him bring presents unto him that ought to be feared. 
He shall refrain the spirit of princes: 
And is wonderful among the kings of the earth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



AGNUS DEI 
 

 
   
 

HYMN 318 
 Here, O my Lord                                           Nyack 
 
 
THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER                                 BCP 365                                                                    
 

The Celebrant and people say together, 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

The Celebrant offers a blessing over the assembly, and the people respond, Amen.  
 
 
 
 



HYMN 411 
O bless the Lord, my soul                                                   St. Thomas (Williams) 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL                   BCP 366 
 

The Celebrant says the dismissal, and the people respond, Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 

 
 

The setting of the Ordinary of the Mass (Gloria, Sanctus/Benedictus, Agnus Dei)  
is from Mass in E by Jeffrey Smith (b. 1960). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP 
 
 

The Rev’d Samuel V. Tallman 
Celebrant 

 

The Rev’d Andrew J. Hege 
Preacher 

 
Liz Epstein 

Guest Organist 
 

Thomas McNeil 
Cantor and Soloist at the Offertory 

 

Lisa Kaufmann, Chip Monroe, Sterling Hutcheson 
Lectors 

 

Renee Lyons 
Crucifer 

 

Leslie Billingsley, Owene Courtney 
Eucharistic Ministers 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ST. MARY OF THE HILLS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

Holy Eucharist                    8:00AM 
Holy Eucharist (w/choir)                 10:10AM 
  
 

Worship during the Week 
 

Morning Prayer        Monday-Friday                        8:30AM 
Holy Eucharist          Wednesday                                           12:00PM 
 

Holy Days, as announced 
 

 
 
 

Parish Staff 
The Reverend Andrew J. Hege                   Rector 
The Reverend Samuel V. Tallman                Priest Associate 
The Right Reverend J. Gary Gloster               Assisting Clergy 
Dr. James Bumgardner                 Organist/Choirmaster 
Michael Marshall                 Director of Administration & Finance 
Bill Devereux          Director of Facilities & Hospitality 

 
 
 

Parish Vestry 
                                                                
Mike Austell, Sr. Warden              Lynn Searfoss                      Bob Amos 
Michelle Curry              Jim Snow    Mike Matthews, Jr. Warden 
Burt Mulford                  Jill Storelli                          Bob Rhoads    
Sue Sweeting                                                                 Luba Skibo 
 

Amanda White, Treasurer 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary of the Hills Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 14   -   140 Chestnut Drive 

Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605-0014 
www.stmaryofthehills.org 

828.295.7323 

http://www.stmaryofthehills.org/

